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Annual General Meeting 
May 23, 2013 

 

Secretary’s Report 2012/13 
 

 I will start by welcoming everyone to tonight’s AGM. This year’s Secretary’s report will 

cover the Executive members and some of the matters that the current Board had dealt 

with this year. This report has no prejudice intended for or against any member of the 

Board or League as according to the Secretary’s reporting mandate.  

 This report will start with the President (Richard Duke); Richard has continued to lead 

the Board and the League into better times. Richard has worked with the League this year 

on the starting of the new Singles League, which had a successful first year. Richard as 

well has been in the lead on promoting the League along with securing a venue for this 

year’s banquet.  

 The Vice President (Dave Twamley) however has had some personal issues this year 

which had prevented him from performing most of his duties around the banquet. 

Unfortunately along with other problems Dave was having, he also had lost his mother 

just recently and the Board had sent their condolences to Dave and his family. Dave had 

tendered his resignation letter to the President, but after talking to Richard; Dave 

rescinded his resignation letter later and Richard agreed.   

 The Treasurer (Dave DeGroot) has done his duties like he always has this year. Dave has 

made a few changes to parts of his office (new forms) to insure that all monies are 

accountable for dealing with the banquet and additional players for the membership to 

see and be reviewed by the Financial Review Committee every year.  

 The Scorekeeper/webmaster (Andrew Ferguson) this year was given the position with 

the resignation of Luc Jarry at the end of last season. Andrew’s name was second on the 

elections list so the Board asked him to take over the Scorekeeper/webmaster position. 

Andrew has done an excellent job in his first year in this position. 

 However the four Directors that started out this year had to all be replaced during this 

year do to various reasons. Justin Ryan, Randy Hounsell and Brad Boylan resigned their 

positions due to work or personal reasons. Derrick Thomas was removed from the Board 

after Derrick stopped coming to the Executive meetings and fulfilling other duties 

assigned to him.   The current Directors Ken Vowles Jr, Jeff Beeswax and Val Wilson 

have all done an excellent job since coming on the Board. In learning quickly how to run 

tournaments and their help with the banquet preparations for this years banquet has been 

very welcomed. 

 

 The Secretary has been also trying to insure that all forms taken in with additional 

players are accounted for and also that the Treasurers and Secretary’s books are inline 

with each other. I feel we now have that portion of this office covered. However I could 

not always satisfy every member again this year so there are a few members not happy 

with me, but I like the rest of the Executive are only trying to make our League better.  

 The overall performance of our Executive Board has been very good this year and some 

of the issues like the banquet and the few complaints we have had were all dealt with. 
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Each and every Board member has had their input on every decision that the Board has 

made this year. Some of these decisions were discussed in great length with all sides  

discussed. The current Executive Board and the League have had in my opinion a good 

year overall.  

 The issue around the banquet being on one or two nights this year was a top subject of 

the Board after we had the regular season started this year. The Executive have been 

hearing from the membership that they would like to see the annual banquets be placed 

together on one night. Some of the membership did like having the banquets at the 

Victory Legion, but more members wanted it to be on one night only and the Executive 

agreed.  

 Unfortunately having the banquet on one night meant we had to find a bigger hall which 

means higher prices. The Board had to make some hard choices to limit the number of 

tickets to 500 plus the Executive this year. Which a few of the membership voiced their 

opposition against to the Boards decision. These members were all told the same thing 

that the cost of a plate has risen almost ten dollars and the League would go bankrupt if 

we did not limit the numbers this year. Your registration fees do not cover the price of the 

dinner/awards if every member and a guest come out to the banquet. 

 Another important matter the Board had to deal with was the chalking issue. We had 

several complaints this year over chalking and the complaints would have never 

happened if the captains involved would have read the rulebook. 

 One of the complaints over chalking however ended up in a fist fight involving three 

members from one team and one from the opposing team. This was a serious matter and 

the League can not have its membership fighting. An investigation was performed by the 

Secretary and the findings went to the Board with the President calling a special meeting 

to deal with this matter. The President had also asked the Ombudsman (Brian Lonsbary) 

to attend this special meeting to help the men involved. After hearing from everyone 

involved the Board decided to suspend three players involved in the fight for two weeks 

each. Since both captains were involved they received two weeks along with another 

player. The chalker also received a written warning, since the incident started with him 

and the game he was chalking.  

 With issues like chalking problems, the President had the Secretary start a Rulebook 

Committee to help make the rulebook easier to find all information needed like the 

chalking issues. This Committee’s mandate was to take the current rulebook and 

reorganized it to make it easier to find the information needed by the membership. 

 The committee members were John McGregor, Ken Vowles Jr., Matt Hatfield and the 

Secretary (Dan Riley). Unfortunately being the chairmen of this committee I had to let 

Matt go from the committee since he did not attend any of the first five meetings. The 

Committee had gone though the rulebook and have made a “revised rulebook” containing 

every rule from the current rulebook. The committee has suggested several amendments 

for the membership to consider, but overall the rulebook (if approved) will help the 

membership in finding answers to their questions concerning any matter that is covered 

by the rules. 
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The attendance for the Executive Board was excellent this year. We have had eleven (11) 

regular meetings and two (2) special meetings. Please note that the three new Directors’s 

all attend the first Board meeting at different months during the season.  Ken started at 

the November meeting, Jeff started at the December meeting and Val started at the 

February meeting. 

 

President: Richard Duke13 

Vice President: Dave Twamley 12,  

Secretary: Dan Riley 13  

Treasurer: Dave DeGroot 12, 

Scorekeeper/Webmaster: Andrew Ferguson 13 

Directors: Ken Vowles Jr 8 out of 8 meetings 

                 Jeff Beeswax 6 out of 6 meetings 

                 Val Wilson 3 out of 4 meetings.     .  

 

 

 

Thank you 

 

 

Dan Riley 

Secretary L.D.M.D.L. 

110-759 Second St 

Phone: 519-659-5875 

Email secretary@ldmdl.ca 


